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“Sailing” The fine art of getting wet and be-
coming ill while slowly going nowhere at great 
expense.

From a dictionary for landlubbers by Henry 
Beard and Roy McKie 

January Newsletter, 2026

Jim Gower called the meeting to order at 12 noon 
on January 10th at the Shop Class Building in 
New Bern.

There were 9 members present, Dave Mahoney, 
William Reece, Denny Cole, Andy Fulcher, Mike 
Hooper, Steve Michel, Roger Brown, Jim Gower 
and Nicholas Katsuhiro.

As we enter the new year, Jim asked our members 
to reflect on a out of town member, Bill Kay who 
sadly passed away, December 20, 2025, at his 
home in Virginia. Bill had a place in Swansboro, 
N.C. and was a modeler of fishing boats and 
sport craft and would visit NBMMG when he 
was in Swansboro, visiting one of his daughters.

continued on next page 

The Aristo-Craft model that Dave Mahoney has is named Torpedo, and if I un-
derstand correctly, Aristro-Craft made these models for their dealers. 

Attention On Deck, Attention On Deck, January, 2026January, 2026

We also recognized Dan Giffin who has been ill for 
several months at his home in Beaufort. Dan’s last 
model was the Scottish Maid which appeared in 
our newsletter in 20225. 

Our sympathy to the Kay family and best wishes to 
Dan and wish him all the best.

NBMMG is planning on displaying our Guild at the 
annual train show to be held in late February here 
in New Bern. (See ad on page 4)

Jim Also announced a invitation by the Town of 
Trent Woods to display an exhibit in April, 20 
through April 24th for their annual Earth Day 
celebration.

There will be more information available as we get 
closer to the April dates.

In our photo’s this issue, we have finally included a 
group photo of attendees this month. (see above)

Group pic of members attending our first meeting of 2026.  Front Row: L/R Denny Cole, William 
Reece, Dave Mahoney*. Middle row, L/R Steve Michel, Mike Hooper, Andy Fulcher*. Back Row: L/R 
Nicholas Katsuhiro, Jim Gower, and Roger Brown. 
Note: * indicates a founding member of NBMMG.
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Going straight into the models presented at the 
meeting, Roger Brown had 2 of his projects.   

Pic 4159 was his rebuild of the 1953 cabin cruiser 
he and his dad built. (See Spring 2023 newsletter 
issue) Roger had rebuilt the deck area around the 
ports for a cleaner look and repainted the model.

Pic 4160 is a top view of the 10 skylights installed 
on his ongoing French warship, the Toulonnaise. 
Roger stated the skylights were made from glass 
beads with brass rings. Clean and sharp!

Pic 4161 is the beginning of the mast and spare 
layout that leads to the fun part of model con-
struction, namely the rigging! Oh, so much fun, 
we wish Roger and Mike all the best at this new 
phase. 

continued on next page Pic 4159- Roger Brown has rebuilt his 1950 cabin 
cruiser that he and his dad built in the 1950’s. 
New detailing of strips around the deck to the 
cabin sides for a cleaner look.

Pic 4160 The continuation of Roger Brown’s 
French ship the Toulonnaise. Roger has now 
installed all 10 deck skylights as were on the 

ship. Roger employed glass beads enclosed 
with brass rings to achieve the look.

Pic 4161 The Toulonnaise is ready for the fun 
part of construction, rigging the vessel! Good 
luck Roger and Mike on this phase
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Pic 4162 the completed bow and bowsprit assem-
bly of the Toulonnasise.

Can’t wait to see the completed model, so stay 
tuned next month for the ongoing progress.

Jim put out a table of hand tools and accessories 
that were recently donated to the Guild by Kay 
and Chris Miller in Durham. All remaining items 
will be donated the active model room in Beaufort 
at the Harvey Smith Boat Shed which is a part of 
the Maritime Museum in Beaufort, N.C.

Finally, Jim presented a brief update of the new 
commission build of the U.S.S. Pasadena, a Cleve-
land Class Light Cruiser, CL65. Tom Werner ‘s 
dad served aboard her at the end of WWII and 
into the occupying role she played in Japan. You 
will remember Tom’s model of the 1939 kit of the 
U.S.S.North Carolina which the Guild restored for 
Tom and was featured in Our State Magazine and 
displayed onboard the battleship itself during our 
exhibit back in October of 2024.

The Pasadena will be built in a 1/200 scale, creat-
ing a model of about 36 inches long.

Construction is expected to begin within one 
week on layout of the bulkheads and starting con-
struction of the basswood hull.

Jim Brode will be taking the lead on the overall 
hull construction ].

-Jim Gower

Pic 4162 The completed bowsprit assembly of the 
Toulonnaise by Roger Brown and Mike Hooper.
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CLASS - CLEVELAND
Displacement: 10,000 Tons, 
Dimensions: 610’ 1” (oa) x 66’ 4” x 25’ (Max)
Armament: 12 x 6”/47, 12 x 5”/38AA, 28 x 
40mm, 10 x 20mm, 4 Aircraft
Armor: 5” Belt, 6” Turrets, 2” Deck, 5” Con-
ning Tower.
Machinery: 100,000 SHP; Geared Turbines, 4 
screws
Speed: 32.5 Knots, 
Crew: 1255.

30th ANNUAL TRAIN SHOW
New Bern Riverfront
Convention Center

February 21 & 22, 2026

Saturday 9am - 5pm
Sunday 10am - 4pm

$10 for ages 12 & up
Under 12 are free with an adult
Admission is good for both days

THOMAS THE TRAIN IN HO AND G SCALES

HUGE LEGO LAYOUT

www.carolinacoastalrailroaders.org

Many Vendors buying and selling all kinds
and scales of railroad equipment

Operating Layouts in all scales

Operational and Building Data
Ordered: 01 JUL 1940
Keel laid: 06 FEB 1943 by the Bethlehem Steel 
Co., Quincy, MA
Launched: 28 DEC 1943
Commissioned: 08 JUN 1944
Decommissioned: 30 JAN 1950
Stricken: 1 DEC 1970
Fate: Sold for scrap on 05 JUL 1972 to Zidell 
Explorations, Portland, OR.

COMING SOON TO A WORK BENCH NEAR YOU!

USS Pasadena CL-65
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When in Jacksonville 
experience a REAL 
hobby shop again.

VISIT:

Your place for:
Models, Radio Control, Airsoft, 
Board Games, Trading Cards, 

Collecibles, Warhammer!

Wed. - Sat. 11am - 9pm
Sunday: 12:00 - 6:00pm

345-A Western Blvd.
Jacksonville, NC 28546

910-353-4473
info@hobbychest.com

since 1992

Meeting Schedule for 
New Bern Maritime Model Guild 2026
All meetings start at Noon, at 
The Shop Class Building, 
406 Guion St., New Bern. 
 
Jan 10, 2026 
Feb 14, 2026 Tentative due to 
New Bern Train show
March 14, 2026
April 11, 2026
May 9,2026
June 13, 2026
July 11, 2026
August 8, 2026
Sept 12, 2026
October 10, 2026 Tentative due to Fun 
Run at Rocky Mount Lake R/C Warships
November 14, 2026
December 12, 2026

Meeting dates for the Carolina 
Maritime Model Society in Beaufort: 
All meetings start at 2:10 pm, in the 
Museum’s Auditorium.
North Carolina Maritime Museum
315 Front Street
Beaufort, NC 28516

And don’t forget, 
NBMMG is online at:
https://www.nbmmg.net/

and on facebook at:
https://www.facebook.com/
nbmmgnc


