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Let’s all make an effort to attend and support this 
group. I’m told there may be a vendor or two to 
further entice us to attend. Wouldn’t hurt to bring 
lots of cash—“just saying”.

Let’s don’t forget the Annual Belt Sander Races as 
sponsored by Shop Class on September 21, 2025 
beginning Saturday afternoon, 1-4. There will 
be plenty of excitement, the roar of belt sanders 
speeding down the track not to mention good 
eating and enjoying your favorite beverages. Better 
than NASCAR and with less sponsors!! 

Congratulations to Mike Hooper on becoming a 
full citizen of the U.S. recently. Mike hails from 
Bermuda, and does fantastic work on his models.

Roger Brown started our presentations by giving a 
brief history of his restoration of a 27 ft. Catalina 
Sailboat many years ago. next page is a portrait of 
Captain Brown on the foredeck of his beloved “Sat-
isfaction” which according to Roger, took several 
years to completely restore the vessel inside and 
out, which brings us to the following WIP which 
Roger is building a model of his sailboat which 
equates to about ¾ inch =1 ft. 

 September 2025

Meeting was called to order by Jim Gower at 12 
noon, September 13th, 2025 at the Shop Class Build-
ing in New Bern, N.C.

Members present were: Jim Gower, Jim Brode, Mike 
Hooper, Mark Sandvigen, Andy Fulcher, Roger 
Brown, Dave Mahoney and William Reece.

Thanks to Debra Mahoney for the Chocolate Chip 
cookies baked fresh this morning.

A reminder that the October meeting will be held 
at City Lake in Rocky Mount, N.C. October 11th 
beginning at 10:00 o’clock. 

We are supporting the Annual Fun Run hosted by 
the R/C model club who constructs 1/96 scale R/C 
ships, mostly warships, from the WWII era to pres-
ent day naval ships with a few freighters and support 
craft thrown in.

Most of us will remember the Ship exhibit we hosted 
aboard the Battleship North Carolina last October, 
where there was an outstanding model of the U.S.S. 
Rochester, a heavy cruiser presented by Charlie 
Lamm. The detail was an outstanding example of 
what you will see next month. continued on next page 

Roger Brown showing good progress on his model warship Toulanaiase. This is Roger’s first wooden ship 
model and he seems to be doing quite well under the tutelage of Mike Hooper.

Attention On Deck, 
September, 2025
Attention On Deck, 
September, 2025
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Pics 4049, and 4050 shows the plank on bulkhead 
method Roger is employing on this model. Mike 
Hooper is assisting Roger in this scratch-built 
model.

Last but not least, Roger presented the WIP of the 
French sloop Toulonnaise which he has faithfully 
been constructing since February of last year.

Pic 4047 and pic 4048 will show the bowsprit in 
place, and the accompanying view of the stern cabin 
roof. Mike Hooper is also assisting Roger in this 
endeavor.

continued on next page 

(above and above right) Roger’s model of his once-upon-a-time real boat, “Satisfaction” but this 
time of a much smaller size.

(above) Captain Brown on the foredeck of his Sloop, “Satisfaction”, Roger’s 1:1 scale restoration.

continued on next page 
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Roger has ignited a desire in all 
of us to get back to the modeling 
bench and start working on our 
projects.

Speaking of Mike Hooper, pic 
4044, presented a 1914-1917 era 
model of a Waterman Outboard 
Motor, along with a skiff made of 
cedar and teak in the 1/12 range 
scale.

Pics 4045 and 4046 gives us a view 
of two loose lines located inside 
the hull that were attached to the 
outboard motor for steerage and 
control. Notice the scratch-built 
cedar oars, a gas can from the 
era, along with a tool box that fits 
under the forward bow seat.

Thank you all for your support, 
and hope to see everyone at City 
Lake in October. ]                                          	
		            - Jim Gower
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continued on next page 

 SEA TALES

Part 1: WWI – Submarine Hunting on the 
Irish Sea. The story of Able Seaman John 
Thomas O’Neill, NRNR (Newfoundland 
Royal Naval Reserve) by Alan O’Neill. This 
article was made possible by the efforts of 
my darling wife, Sue, our super sleuth family 
genealogist.

From the peaceful shores of the Avalon Penin-
sula to war across the pond…

My grandfather, John Thomas (Tom) O’Neill, 
was born in Harbour Grace, Newfoundland, 
which until 1949 was a colony of Great Brit-
ain. Tom was born into a family with genera-
tions of experience spent on the sea. That is 
precisely why the Royal Navy preferred the 
colonist of Newfoundland over mainlanders
to fill navy billets in the war to end all wars 
- they were an experienced and tough lot! 
Churchill himself said Newfoundlanders were 
“the best small boat men in the world”.

Tom rarely spoke about his service. The source 
of all information about to be revealed was his 
service record and the discovery of a fellow 
crewman’s diary and supporting Admiralty 
records.

He answered the call for active service on the 
17th of November 1914, about two months 
after war was declared by Great Britain and 
received twenty-eight days training on HMS 
Calypso in St. John’s. December found him in 
Devonport, England, receiving gunnery and 
torpedo training and taking part in fire drills. 
Soon after he was part of a crew of twenty-two 
on HM Trawler No. 1356 “Nodzu”, a coastal
escort vessel on the Irish Sea. They were paid 
50p per week and augmented that with prize 
money.
 
The Admiralty began requisitioning trawlers to 
function as minesweepers because they were 
easily
converted, the ships were well suited to the 
duty on the high seas, and their partial civilian 
crews were well seasoned.

Wireless operator James Simpson wrote home 
giving his first impression of his fellow ship-
mates: “They are a rough and tumble lot… 
discipline is at a discount and everyone does 
just what he likes and wears any old clothes. 
Most of the crew are old salts and the look of 
them would make you scream.” It was a

The Great War and Thomas O’neillThe Great War and Thomas O’Neill
by Alan O’Neill

-Tom O’Neill below the red arrow
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busy time spending 6 days at sea and one 
ashore. If they weren’t escorting ships, they 
were keeping the waters safe by sweeping 
them for mines.

Mine sweeping involved dragging a 2.5-inch 
steel wire fitted with cutters between two 
ships. The cutters were maintained at a depth 
of as much as 50 fathoms by the use of the 
newly redesigned “kite otters”, a steel frame 
with fins. This was a navy improvement to the 
otters used to keep the mouth of the fishing 
nets open. The mines were set by the enemy 
at a depth above the sea bed with a length of 
securely weighted cable. When the steel wire 
contacted a mine cable it would slide along it’s 
length, hit the cuter and be severed. The mine 
would rise to the surface and the ship’s marks-
men would shoot at and explode it as the ship 
progressed to the next mine. Tom was one of 
the marksmen, waiting for the ship to rest on 
the crest of a wave while holding his breath 
before squeezing off a shot. By 1919 further
design improvements allowed ships to oper-
ate alone controlling their own mine sweeping 
gear.

Days were filled with routine and boredom 
followed by moments of excitement that, in 
an instant, could change to terror. By the end 
of the war many a trawler and her crew were 
lost to the sea. On the 27th of November 1916, 
while at full speed in the Irish Sea, bound for 
Lands End, the Nodzu sighted a German sub-

marine periscope about 50 yards away. They 
fired three rounds, managed to shoot off the 
periscope but did not sink her. They put out 
their sweeps with a mine attached, towed the 
mine to where the sub should have been and 
exploded it, but no sign of her were found. 

They cruised all day off Lands End but did not 
find any trace of her so put in at Mounts Bay 

A typical WW-I trawler/mine sweeper with a three inch, (10 pdr) gun at the bow.

continued on next page 

(below) Able Seaman Thomas O’Neill formal 
portrait
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where they picked up the convoy to escorted 
an oil tanker to Bardsey Island. On the 10th of 
April 1916, while 10 miles off St. Ann’s Head, 
the Belgian trawler Gaby sighted a 300-foot-
long black coloured submarine 2 miles off the 
starboard quarter. She was described as having 
a square conning tower, one periscope aft of 
the tower, and a thin 30-foot-tall mast aft of 
that. The sub was in sight for 20 minutes and 
did not appear to be moving. The Nodzu was 
ordered to investigate and so proceeded to the 
location. 

At 1950 the sub surfaced 200 yards four points 
off the Nodzu’s bow. The Nodzu bearing 
W.S.W. and the sub S.S.W. The Nodzu’s 3 inch 
10 Pdr was trained in that direction and three 
shots were fired. The first fell short by about 
30 yards. The second hit the fore side of the 
conning tower and there was an explosion. 
The third struck about the same location caus-
ing vivid illumination for about 3 seconds and 
a 30-foot column of water shot up. The fourth 
shot was of no account but the fifth caused a 
similar explosion to the second. Eight more 
rounds were fired then the breech block of the 
gun jammed, so the Nodzu steamed full speed 
over the position the sub was last seen where 
oil was seen on the surface of the water.

The next day Nodzu returned with Bracodene 
who discharged a depth charge over the site. 
Following the explosion a heavy blackish co-
loured oil appeared in streaks and blobs and 
some appeared lathery resembling soft soap. A 
Dan Buoy was set to mark the location.

A Court of Enquiry held by Vice Admiral Dare 
decided that £10 be awarded to the Belgian 
Trawler Gaby for having gone out of her way to 
report the sighting. £5 to the Master, £3 to the 
Mate, and the remainder in shares to the crew 
proportionate to their wages.

In April 1917 the Nodzu was attached to the 
15th Flotilla stationed at Scapa Flow, a body of 
water in the Orkney Islands, Scotland. While 
in this service prize money was claimed for the 
salvage of three sperate vessels: the Norwegian 
barque SV Formosa, the schooner Kate, and the 
Norwegian barque Asvald.

Early September to mid November 1917 found 
Tom back on “the rock” providing home de-
fense, including manning coastal artillery at the 
entrance to St. John’s harbour protecting New-
foundland’s shore and shipping… but 1918 was 
to be a new adventure! ]

-to be continued next month

(above) One of the Kaiser’s fleet of U-Boats. Surprisingly these boats came closer to starving Brit-
ain out of the Great War than in WW-2!
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When in Jacksonville 
experience a REAL 
hobby shop again.

VISIT:

Your place for:
Models, Radio Control, Airsoft, 
Board Games, Trading Cards, 

Collecibles, Warhammer!

Wed. - Sat. 11am - 9pm
Sunday: 12:00 - 6:00pm

345-A Western Blvd.
Jacksonville, NC 28546

910-353-4473
info@hobbychest.com

since 1992

Meeting Schedule for 
New Bern Maritime Model Guild 2025
All meetings start at Noon, at 
The Shop Class Building, 
406 Guion St., New Bern. 
 
Jan 18, 2025 
Feb 15, 2025 Tentative due to 
New Bern Train show
March 8, 2025
April 12, 2025
May 10,2025
June 14, 2025
July  12, 2025
August 9, 2025
Sept 13, 2025
October 11, 2025 Tentative due to Fun 
Run at Rocky Mount Lake  R/C Warships
November 8, 2025
December 13, 2025

Meeting dates for the Carolina 
Maritime Model Society in Beaufort: 
All meetings start at 2:10 pm, in the 
Museum’s Auditorium.
North Carolina Maritime Museum
315 Front Street
Beaufort, NC 28516

And don’t forget, 
NBMMG is online at:
https://www.nbmmg.net/

and on facebook at:
https://www.facebook.com/
nbmmgnc


