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(above) Group pic of all attendees. The group consisted of the Rocky Mount, Wilson and the, Sims’s
area, South Carolina, New Hampshire, Florida, and Canada!.

Special Edition

Fun Run Hosted by Model Warships at City
Lake in Rocky Mount, N.C.

October 9-11th, 2025.

The annual fun run was just that, a lot of fun
and some beautiful 1/96 scale R/C models that
traversed the lake for the 3-day event.

Although the area was experiencing bad weath-
er from a recent Nor ‘eastern storm, the wind
and rain held off enough for the 40 plus models
to be launched at various times over the 3-day
event. Saturday was forecasted to be wind gusts
up to 35 mph and rain beginning late morn-
ing, but it never moved into the area until mid
afternoon as the modelers were crating up their
models and beginning the long trek back to
their locations.

Despite the weatherthreat, the event was an out-
standing success, with lots of museum quality-
built models.

The show will be celebrating its 20th anniver-
sary next year with modelers from Texas, and
California already signed up. It is anticipated
that there will be over 75 plus models at this
celebration and I encourage all to make plans
to attend this outstanding event. The hosts are
planning for visitors and participants to num-
ber around a thousand in attendance.

Following are some photos to illustrate the

models in “dry dock” and on the water during
the event.

continued on next page
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(above and right) Photos are of the U.S.S
Maine built by William Blackmore of
Greenville, South Carolina.

(below) The U.S. S, Houston in “dry dock”.
William Blackmore again has produced a
quality model completed with crewman. If
you look closely at the stern view will see
EDR in his wheel chair surrounded by his
staff. FDR used the Houston prior to the
outbreak of the war. She was sunk early on
in the South Pacific at the Battle of Sunda
Strait, 1 March 1942.




o2 NEW Bern Maritime Modelers Guild.

(left) The carrier, The George
H. Bush is underway. No planes
were on the flight deck due to
the weather wanting to tempt
the modelers. The carrier has

a full compliment of aircraft
and that was one of the down-
ers not see all arrayed on the
flight deck. The scale model was
just shy of 12 feet in length, and
weighed enough for a 3-man
crew to launch and retrieve the
model. Jack Curtis is the proud
builder of this model.

(left and below) In the water is BB-39, the U.S.S.
Arizona. This model was built as she looked before
Pearl Harbor.




T

In “dry dock” is carrier, U.S.S. Gua-
dalcanal, (CVE-60), complete with
WWII aircraft on the flight deck.
Charlie Lamm of Sims, N.C. This
model is for sale if anyone is interest-
ed in securing a quality model.
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Believed to be the future of model
| building is this Tug, number 102,
U.S.S Hidacsa, 1949, exhibited by

Alen Owens. Vessel is 3-D printed

| in its entirety!
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(above) is a model of the DE-145, U.S.S. Huse Also built by
Alen Owens.

(below and right) A model of a Slava Class Soviet Guided Missel
Cruiser, built by Jack Rimer. This class of cruiser has the distinct
honor as one that was sunk in the Black Sea by Ukraine Forces
recently.




S South Dakota Battleship from the 1942 era.

The paint scheme is what the Navy went to at the outbreak of hostilities.

(this page) has Tom Payton displaying his U.S.
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(this page) has the U.S.S. Phoenix, CL-46, a light cruiser built by Joey Joiner of Rocky Mount
underway. Cruisers have beautiful and sleek lines which, in my humble opinion, are the most
graceful looking warships of the WWII era.

Transferred to the Argentine Navy 09 APR 1951

Commissioned as DIECISIETE DE OCTUBRE (C-4) on 17 OCT 1951

Renamed GENERAL BELGRANO in 1956

Fate: Sunk by the British nuclear attack submarine HMS CONQUEROR (S-48) during the Falk-
lands War on 02 MAY 1982




oworen2s NEW Bern Maritime Modelers Guild.

(above and below0 We have a German Motor Torpedo Boat, V-108 of the WWI era, 1914. The
other model is the British Patrol Craft V-596 the Vickers Vedette, 1975.
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There were many more models to view, but it was impossible to shoot all the models and obtain
the builders name, as they were in various stages of crating, uncrating and were either at the
lake running their vessels or talking to other modelers.

This was truly a fantastic experience to see the quality of these models and meet new people who
are interested in R/C modeling. It tells me that modeling as a whole is alive and well. &
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by Alan O’Neill

TOM O’NEILL, NRNR

Part 2: WWI - Discovering the World

The story of Able Seaman John Thomas
O’Neill, NRNR (Newfoundland Royal Naval
Reserve) by Alan O’Neill.

This article was made possible by the efforts
of my darling wife, Sue, our super sleuth fam-
ily genealogist.

Seaman Tom O’Neill found himself sent

back across the pond in late November 1917,
stationed at the Royal Naval Barracks HMS
Pembroke in Chatham, adjacent the dockyard.

On the 4th of February 1918 Tom was as-
signed to HMS Ophir of the 9th Cruiser
Squadron, a commercial ocean liner converted
for use as an Armed Merchant Cruiser, armed
with eight 6-inch guns.

RMS Ophir was an ocean liner built in Govan,
Glascow, in 1891 for the Orient Steam Naviga-
tion Company. She regularly cruised between
London, England and Sydney, Australia via
the Suez Canal. In 1901 she briefly served at
the royal yacht for the Duke and Duchess of
Cornwall for their tour of the British Empire.
Her twin screws driven by three-cylinder
triple-expansion steam engines gave her a top
speed of 18 knots.

The source of the following information are

) 8

e Jmas O'nelll
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the log books of HMS Ophir. Unfortunately,
there is a gap in her surviving logbooks from
31 March 1917 until 1 April 1918. It is not
known exactly when Tom realised the adven-
ture he was about to embark on - circumnavi-
gating the globe! A feat first experienced in the
Magellan-Elcano expedition 400 years earlier.

Existing ship logs begin at 5 to 11 April 1918,
she was anchored off Sierra Leone, West Afri-
ca. Known for her white beaches, and as being
a source location of the 17th and 18th century
slave trade. Ophir then steamed to Cape Town,
on the southern tip of Africa, where she was
in port from 23 April to 1 May. She rounded
the Cape of Good Hope, originally called the
Cape of Storms by the Portuguese in 1488. It
must have been a considerably easier trip for
the massive steam ship as opposed to what the
sailing ships experienced.

From 9 to 12 May she was at Mauritius, an
island east of Madagascar, which at the time
was part of the British Empire and their main
supply of sugar. She made many repeated trips
back and forth from Mauritus to Cape Town
patrolling the south-west Indian Ocean.

On 23 May she was in Singapore, a British
trading post. Ophir made repeated trips back
and forth to Mauritus patrolling that part of

continued on next page



(above) Tom O’Neill, (far right), arm wrestling with a fellow crew mate

the Indian Ocean. From 1 to 26 June, she was
in the British Island of Hong Kong.

From 2 to 5 July, she was once again in Singa-
pore. She patrolled the north coast of Borneo
until 5 August, and then was back in Hong
Kong from 10 to 27 August.

Ophir then crossed the Pacific to the U.S. Ter-
ritory of Hawaii (before it became the state of
Hawaii in 1959) in Honolulu Harbor from 14
to 19 September then was off to Peru, South
America. She was at Paita from 7 to 10 Oc-
tober, and Callao from 13 to 28 October. She
then patrolled south to Mollendo, and then
ports along the coast of Chile.

At the 11th hour on 11 November 1918, while
Ophir was still on patrol, World War 1 ended
with the signing of an armistice. From 14 to
24 November, she was in port in the colour-
ful city of Valparaiso. The city was in decline
because the opening of the Panama Canal in
1914 had diverted traffic from the Strait of
Magellan and the port of Valparaiso.

She then patrolled south to Talcahuano and
Coronel, and back to Valparaiso, where she
was in port again from 29 November to 3 De-

cember. She then headed north, called at ports
in northern Chile, and on 26 December passed
through the Panama Canal. She remained at
Cristdbal, Coldn until at least 31 December
1918, when her surviving logbooks end. There
was never a single entry of her ever once firing
her guns in anger.

We know from Tom’s records that he was back
in Devonport, England on 29 January 1919
then back on “the rock” assigned to HMS Brit-
on in St. John’s Newfoundland on 12 March.
Discharged on 7 April as an Able Seaman and
demobilized 1 May 19109.

It seems he may have never received his share
of the prize money for the Formosa, Asval, nor
the Kate mentioned in part one of this story.
Tom was awarded the Victory Medal and the
British War Medal for his service to King and
country.

On 28 June 1919 the Treaty of Versailles was

signed, formally ending World War I between
Germany and the Allied Powers. &

-to be continued



—.
)
—
T
—_—
[ ]
=
-y
£
—
AN
L
——
AN
L 4
—
[*=]
o |
-y
[
e
[ |
AN
L
=
=
_—
 —
i)
-
.
— ]
]
[
=
— |
[
]
—
AN
L
AN
|
-
<
AN
L
|
P -
—
LN
I
S
5
=)
e
)
@)

Meeting Schedule for

New Bern Maritime Model Guild 2025
All meetings start at Noon, at

The Shop Class Building,

406 Guion St., New Bern.

Jan 18, 2025

Feb 15, 2025 Tentative due to

New Bern Train show

March 8, 2025

April 12,2025

May 10,2025

June 14, 2025

July 12,2025

August 9, 2025

Sept 13, 2025

October 11, 2025 Tentative due to Fun
Run at Rocky Mount Lake R/C Warships
November 8, 2025

December 13, 2025

Meeting dates for the Carolina
Maritime Model Society in Beaufort:
All meetings start at 2:10 pm, in the
Museum’s Auditorium.

North Carolina Maritime Museum
315 Front Street

Beaufort, NC 28516

And don’t forget,
NBMNMG is online at:

https://www.nbmmg.net/

and on facehook at:

https://www.facebook.com/
nbmmgnc

When in Jacksonville
experience a REAL
hobby shop again.

VISIT:

Your place for:
Models, Radio Control, Airsoft,

Board Games, Trading Cards,
Collecibles, Warhammer!

Wed. - Sat. 11am - 9pm
Sunday: 12:00 - 6:00pm
345-A Western Blvd.
Jacksonville, NC 28546
910-353-4473
info@hobbychest.com
since 1992
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New retailer for US!

If you live in the LS, you'll love thisl
As of recenlly Coastline Hobbies
stocks VWS products along with olher
great Kits, tools and supplies,
Check them out today

Coastline
Hobbies

From Beginners to Experts,
We've Got You Covered!

(Ofhl O] infe@crzstlinehobhies.com

e 910-477-8505
E;‘;" ] i mww.coastlinehobbies.com
e i
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