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(above photo 3937)

June Newsletter, 2025
New Bern Maritime Modelers Guild.

Meeting began at 12 noon on Saturday, June 13"
at the shop Class Building. In attendance were: Jim
Gower, Jim Brode, Andy Fulcher, Dave Mahoney,
Roger Brown, Mike Hooper, and William Reece.

There was one correction regarding the dates for the
R/C Warship Fun Run in October. The correct dates
are 10, 11 and 12 of October, 2025 at the Rocky
Mount Lake in Rocky Mount, N.C.

The Guild voted to use this weekend as our meeting
date and several plan to attend this event.

The Model Warship Club, builds 1/96 scale R/C
models, mostly warships, and support craft that
would accompany a task force. You will see models
from 6 feet in length up to larger lengths for aircraft
carriers, and Battleships.

Let’s all plan to support this group, as they do
detailed work on their models and draw several

vendors, for buy, sell or trade. In the past, this group

has hosted modelers as far away as California.

New business was a reminder that the N.C. Battle-
ship Commission will plan to hold another exhibit
in 2026. Details will follow, and I am assured that it

will be a date to avoid any weather conditions as
much as possible, and planned events in Wilming-
ton where the roads will not be shut down as in last
October Exhibit.

This gives us plenty of time to get our new projects
ready, and I have asked for a theme as quickly as
possible. You will remember that the exhibit used
“The Fleet Is In”, and warships from the 1800’

up to present day were presented to the touring
public. The new parking facilities will be completed
and we expect a much larger crowd than before. I
was quite happy with the 900 or so attendance last
time, so dust off the warships and get to gluing and
painting!

For our projects that were presented, Dave Moho-
ney’s new restoration is a 1926-1931 model manu-
factured by Liberty Playthings from Niagara Falls,
N.Y.

Pic 3937, (above), is the current condition of the
model which has a wood hull, and metal deck. See
anything unusual?

Pic 3938, (next page), displays the wind up spring
drive to power the motor. A simple way for the
owner to enjoy a speeding motor boat for a few

continued on next page
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short seconds. Things were simple in that era as well
as the toys we played with before actual building
models really caught on the general public.

Pic 3939 is a color print of what the restored model

will appear as, and the way it came new.

(photo 3939)

Mike Hooper, who is from Bermu-
da presented two racing skifts, that
he has constructed.

Pic 3940 is a model of 1986 type
he raced with a 6-man crew. Mike
explained that the crew was the key
to winning and how they would
disburse around the skiff to meet
the healing and tacking. You will
remember from his last talk, that
these boats were very shallow
drafts, and had a 40-foot mast and
a twenty-foot boom, which carried
a lot of sail for a 21-foot craft. Now
that’s real sailing if you are into rac-
ing. I prefer to race my boat when
only one other craft is on the water
and doesn’t realize I am racing him!!
(bad boy I am).

Notice the shape of the keel from
previous designs.

continued on next page

(above photo 3940)
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Pic 3941 is a model of a 1920
design racer. The design has
basically remained the same
except in the keel confriga-
tion.

Mike also stated that you
could troll for fish while rac-
ing, and prizes were based
on who crossed the finish
line first, and who caught
the biggest fish. What a fun
run those guys had with a
small toddy of rum or gin.
I think you would need to
wait for the sun to be over
the yardarm before passing
out the gin. As our current
day phrase is now “It’s Five
O’clock Somewhere.”

Roger Brown (pic 3942) presented his WIP of the
French Frigate Toulonnaise. He has finished the second
layer of planking with help from Mike Hooper. The stern
blocks are shaped, and planking is cut and flared to its
proper dimensions.

continued on next page

(above photo 3941)

(below photo 3942)
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Pic 3943 shows the top deck with mast holes cut. Roger’s
biggest complaint is that the drawings and instructions
are not as concise as they need to be for novices. Mike
Hooper has been a great help as this is Rogers first at-
tempt on building a frigate. The kit is a 1980’s date so we
all can appreciate his patience and reaching out for help.

Jim Gower pics 3944 and 3945 presented a new repair /
restoration of a 1920 model of the famed Cutty Sark. The
owner’s grandfather was the builder of this model, and
has been in a glass case all the years.

The owner stated that it has sat in the sunlight all the
time and you can see the damage done to the rigging
over time. As the model has been taken out of the case,
it’s pretty evident that the sun has deteriorated most of
the rigging.

Jim received comments on the best adhesive, and com-
ments on type of rigging to use. As of now, Jim plans to
use E-Z line, and is in the process of securing some miss-
ing blocks and deadeyes.

A huge magnifying glass will come in handy for this
repair! &

(above photo 3945)
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The Great Escape Below) The landing party and in the
& For the 53 men ashore on Direction Island the site of background, the near derelict schooner
[ Emden being battered into a flaming wreck must have  Ayesha, soon to become surprisingly
P
o seemed like the end of the world. But they were stillin  crucial later in the story.
i) the navy and had, as luck would have it, an officer in
- charge that rose to the challenge. Helmuth von Miicke
F had been the Executive Officer aboard Emden and had
_U been sent ashore to command the landing party and
> he was the right man at the right time and place.
|
[ Fortunately for them, the Sydney left the area to hunt (below) Purportedly The Ayesha under
- for Emdenss collier, the Bursek, giving them the time full sail. I am sure this was not taken
a3 they needed. Quickly rallying the men, he at once de-  during her last cruise under the landing
AN cided to commandeer a floating near-derelict topsail party.
— wooden schooner named Ayesha. As i
-~ soon as could be arranged the new
< crew, five officers, one sur d
p— 4 , geon, an
Ceb 47 petty officers and men, made the
— craft sea worthy enough and piled on
— supplies and weapons. It was time to
Q run.
S
N
g But running might be even more

dangerous. The Ayesha was in de-
plorable shape, unfit for sea. But “By
Himmel, they were sailers!” and sail
her they would! Fortunately, Sydney
left the scene hunting for Emden’s

collier, Bursek. This gave Miicke and
continued on next page
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(above) To be honest I have not been able to find any
photographs of the Choising but she may or may

not have looked like this vessel. At least it occupies
the same space as a photo of the Choising, just work
with me and enjoy the article, ok?

(below) Herr von Miicke, a hero in any navy by
anyone’s estimation.

—_ ! - I
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company time to effect enough repairs to
get underway.

First stop was Padang, a port on Suma-
tra’s west coast. Holland was neutral

in this war, and that required him, as

a combatant, to leave within 24 hours.
The Ayesha complied but not before von
Miicke could arrange a rendezvous with
the German freighter, Choising, at sea.
Once the landing party and anything
else useful were on board they scuttled
Ayesha and proceeded west.

Choising put in at Hodeida, a port in
Yemen on the Arabian Peninsula. There
they spent some months idly as delay af-
ter delay by officials stalled their efforts to
return home. Again, working behind the
scenes, they arranged for water transport
north up the west shore of the Red Sea.
They hoped to pass Jeddah and land in
Medina where they could access a direct
rail passage back home. However, a coral
reef near the Farasan Islands put a stop to
their waterborne travel and they had to
contend with a march through dangerous
territory.

At one point, during the approach to Jed-
dah, they were surrounded by hundreds

of hostile Bedouin warriors and had to
continued on next page



(above) Understandably, Emden and her captain
and crew as well as the landing party were all
hailed as heroes and rightfully so. Even the Allies
and neutrals could find little fault with their ac-
tions. (Well, except that they were, after all, the
enemy, dash it all.)

fight a 3 day defensive action which cost them an
officer and two rating killed. The Emir of Mecca
finally rescued them and escorted them to Jeddah
and a tentative safety. But, again, things seemed to
run off the rails once more.

It seems they were safe so long as they remained
“guests” of the Emir who did not seem to be in any
hurry to let the crew continue their trek. So, once
again von Miicke, not wanting to be a hostage or a
political pawn, took the initiative. Using one of his
sailors who fortunately spoke the dialect he man-
aged to get word to the docks and secure a Dhow.
Then he and his crew sneaked out of town to travel
north to Al Wajh where they went back to walking
once more, finally reaching the Hejaz Railway. It is
now May 1915, and von Miicke and 48 other sur-
vivors finally secured passage on a train at Al-"Ula
Oasis, and detrained in Constantinople, the capital
of Turkey, and a member of the Central Powers.

From there, they had an easy return to Germany
where they were justifiably hailed as heroes.

Helmuth von Miickes life continued to be interest-
ing after returning home. He was married, (to an
American woman), in 1915 and the couple had 6
children. He then became active in politics and in
1918 joined the German National People’s Party.

In 1919 this segueing into the German
Worker’s Party, (DAP). In 1920 the DAP
morphed into the National Socialists
(NAZI) party and Helmuth was elected as
a Nazi member of the Saxony Landtag. By
1926. However, he became disenchanted
with the movement and the goals of the
party as well as their cult hero-worshiping
of Hitler and resigned and become a
pacifist. In 1933 with ascension of Hitler
to the chancellorship he became a vocal
opponent of the regime and was briefly
imprisoned in 1936 for his resistance.

By the time World War Two broke out he
was regarded as “politically unreliable”
and unfit for any return to service duty.
He was then arrested a second time and
sent to the Konzentrationslager Fuhlsbiit-
tel in Hamburg. However, the Reichsstat-
thalter of Hamburg, Karl Kaufmann,
remembering the old service record

and gallantry of the ex-Imperial officer,
quietly released him listing the reason as
“Too ill for imprisonment”.

He stayed a vocal and written proponent
of peace until his death in 1957. #
-Alan Welch

Cotinued next issue
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Meeting Schedule for

New Bern Maritime Model Guild 2025
All meetings start at Noon, at

The Shop Class Building,

406 Guion St., New Bern.

Jan 18, 2025

Feb 15, 2025 Tentative due to

New Bern Train show

March 8, 2025

April 12,2025

May 10,2025

June 14, 2025

July 12,2025

August 9, 2025

Sept 13, 2025

October 11, 2025 Tentative due to Fun
Run at Rocky Mount Lake R/C Warships
November 8, 2025

December 13, 2025

Meeting dates for the Carolina
Maritime Model Society in Beaufort:
All meetings start at 2:10 pm, in the
Museum’s Auditorium.

North Carolina Maritime Museum
315 Front Street

Beaufort, NC 28516

And don’t forget,
NBMMG is online at:

https://www.nbmmg.net/

and on facehook at:
https://www.facebook.com/

When in Jacksonville
experience a REAL
hobby shop again.

NOBBY
T'lJ-..;-"—F' M

NEW SUMMER HOURS!
Models, Radio Control, Airsoft,
Board Games, Trading Cards,

Collectibles, Warhammer!

Wed.-Thurs. 11:00am-7:00pm
Fri. Sat. 11:00am - 9:00pm
Sunday: 12:00 Noon - 6:00pm
345-A Western Blvd.
Jacksonville, NC 28546
910-353-4473
info@hobbychest.com
since 1992

Authentic
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Coastline Hobbies

has you covered.

NOW, get free shipping in
June when you order with
the code ECPMOD!

Coastline
Hobbies

From Beginners to Experts,
We've Got Ycu Covered!

E] OtiHE)  t@otinthobbiescon
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