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continued on next page 

MM Jim will still be an active member, taking pics 
of models and composing the narratives for 
the newsletter.

His role as President has been to announce 
reminders of meetings, proposed exhibits, 
composing the rough layout of the newsletter, 
and coordinating the information to our 
publisher and issuing the completed newsletter 
to our members.  He stated that running the 
meeting, taking photos and composing the 
narratives is becoming a bit much as we are 
growing and expanding our fields of modeling. 
There will more to discuss over the next 
monthly meetings and now is the ideal time 

July Newsletter

             eeting was called to order at 12 noon on       	
	 July 12th at the Shop Class Building 
located here in New Bern.

11 members were in attendance: Jim Gower, Jim 
Brode, Andy Fulcher, Dave Mahoney, Denny 
Cole, Mike Harper, William Reece, Alan Welch 
(our webmaster and editor of our newsletter), 
Frank Storz, Nicholas Katsuhiro, and Kevin 
McLorick.

New and old business were combined as all 
of the subject matter has been discussed in 
previous meetings. Jim Gower did announce he 
will be stepping down as President the first of 
the year, January 2026.

(above) Easy does it when handling any build at our meetings. Here Andy Fulcher hands off a 
WIP to Kevin McLorick. while Nichlas Katsuhiro watches. cameradery is high at our meetings.

Attention On Deck, July, 2025Attention On Deck, July, 2025
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to step aside and assist where we can grow and 
advertise our Guild to the world. Currently we 
have 23 listed members, and our newsletter is 
going out to the U.K., Czechoslovakia, Japan 
and Australia.

Mike Brady, a former member donated two 
models for anyone interested, the Phantom, 
and the Constitution. William Reece walked 
away with the Phantom, and Frank Storz took 
the constitution. It was good to see Dave again, 
as he was one of the founding members of our 
Guild.

For presentations Dave Mahoney displayed 
the second wind up motor toy boat that was 
manufactured by Liberty Playthings in New 
York from 1929 through 1939. (right) He almost 
has the wind-up apparatus completed to the 
motor, and sees very little restoration for this 
model which consists of a wooden hull and 
metal decking. You will remember he presented 
his first model from the same company last 
month which has taken a lot of work to bring 
the model back to life. 

Denny Cole displayed some 3D printed parts of 
an outboard motor housing for a Mercury Sea 
fury motor. (right and below right) His building 
of this outboard is metal and now 3D print. The 
motor runs and scaled down can obtain speeds 
up to 50 mph. This outboard is 1/8-inch scale. 
The 1914 Waterman outboard is electro plated 
to create weathering effect.

Mike Hooper brought in his Bermuda racer, 
(below), now complete with rigging, and a stand 
for mounting. 

continued on next page 
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Mike also brought two skiffs with “Seagull” out 
board motors he constructed. If you look closely, 
you can see a small design difference between the 
two motors. (right)

William Reece presented a new model he is 
beginning to work on, being a 1/600 scale of 
the HMS Ark Royal aircraft carrier. The carrier 
participated in the hunt and sinking of the Bismark, 
as it sortied swordfish planes who attacked, and one 
torpedo damaged the rudder of the Bismark causing 
enough damage that repairs could not be made and 
the ship could only steer a circular patten which led 
to its destruction by the British flotilla.  The Ark 
Royal was sunk in the Mediterranean Sea following 
a delivery of aircraft to the Island of Malta.  (lower 
right)

Kelvin McLorick, (bottom right) presented a work in 
progress of a runabout the PM 38 from 1962 plans 
in Poplar Mechanics. The plans were for the actual 
boat which Kelvin built and has been shown at 
wooden boat exhibits, namely most recently at the 
Beaufort Wooden Boat Show in Beaufort N.C. Mike 
Hooper is assisting in the construction of the model

Jim Gower  displayed the progress on his Brig 
Niagara, which participated in the Battle on Lake 
Erie against the British fleet. The American victory 
ensured that the Colonies kept control of the Great 
Lakes. (below).
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Nicholas Katsuhiro displayed an 
impressive group of 1/1800 scale of liberty 
ships, Victory ships, and two warships, 

(right) 1/1800 scale of a group of Liberty 
Ships that played a vital role in supplying 
the Allies during the war.

(lower right)  1/1800 scale of a group of 
Victory Ships, often confused with the 
Liberty Ships preforming the same func-
tion as the Liberty Ships.

(below) 1/1800 scale of two Capital ships:. 
The top vessel is the HMS Belfast who 
participated in the sinking of the Bis-
marck. Below her is the German Heavy 
Cruiser Prinz Eugen, who was with the 
Bismarck initially. The cruiser met her fate 
in the Pacific Atoll A-Bomb testing after 
the war.

Nicholas excels in small scale builds and 
his paint schemes are spot on. Such small 
work deserves a notable “well done” from 
the Guild.  ]
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As war clouds accumulated in Europe, tension was 
also rising in many of the European colonies around 
the world. This was especially evident in shared 
anchorages such as Tsingtao, China. So, it’s perhaps 
not terribly surprising that Captain Julius Lauterbach 
of the HAPAG Liner Staatssekretär Krätke resigned 
his captaincy and activated himself from reserve to 
active duty status. The larger-than-life (now) junior 
officer was a welcome addition to Emden’s crew, 
especially as he had 20 years sailing experience in 
Chinese and far Eastern waters.

Although a member of the crew of the Emden he was 
absent from the vessel a great deal of the time. He 
was perfectly suited for boarding captured vessels as 
his good nature and demeanor had a calming effect 
on “enemy” crews and passengers. Many of these 
people knew and respected him from his peacetime 
sailing merchant career.

His other major duty was as prize officer, command-
ing captured ships before their disposal. In fact, it 
was during this duty he showed just how shrewd he 
could be. While in command of the captured collier 

continued on next page 

(above and below) For a man who had 
the adventures that Julius Lauterbach 
had there are amazingly few photo-
graphs of the gentleman but here are two  
that I have managed to find.

 SEA TALES

A Different Pacific War
Chapter five: Lauterbach, the Legend by Alan Welch
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Exford, he secretly altered the secondary compass 
in the aft wheelhouse to give a 4 degree error. Later, 
when the British caught his ship, before they could 
board Exford, he threw the main compass overboard 
and replaced it with the sabotaged one. And perfect-
ly, from his standpoint, on her return to Singapore, 
Exford ran aground and was wrecked!

Now a British prisoner of war, he was imprisoned 
in a POW camp after refusing a British parole offer 
which included moving him from the camp to a ho-
tel. Noting, and capitalizing on, the discontent of the 
Indian guards he incited the guard to toss in with the 
great Sepoy mutiny which allowed him, and many 
other detainees, to escape. Aided by a half French, 
half Chinese lover he disappeared from view despite 
the British putting a £1,000 bounty on his head.

He traveled disguised, passing through 
Singapore, Cebu, Padang, and Manila. 
He did this in disguises using Swed-
ish, Dutch and Belgian passports. (No 
one has determined where these came 
from) Once he even disguised himself 
as an Arab merchant! He hid in Manila 
for 8 weeks, amusing himself by writing 
postcards to his British friends. He even 
sent one to the commander of the prison 
from which he had escaped. One cannot 
say the man had no sense of humor.

Doubling back to China he 
visited a friend who owed 
him money, apparently suc-

(above) This photograph was published 
as SMS Markomania. I hope it IS truly 
that ship as her story was almost as 
amazing as Emden’s. (Next time I’ll just 
write a story of a cute little kitty.)

(left) A lifeboat from the 
Bursek was used as a buoy 
by the British while repair-
ing the subsea cable broken 
by the Germans

continued on next page 
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cessfully collecting the debt. While in that city he 
learned there was a plan to kidnap him for the re-
ward. He evaded the four men who out to get him 
by struggling free and jumping into the river as the 
frustrated quartet fired their pistols at him!

He stole the passport of a U.S. Navy Petty Officer 
named Johnson and then traveled into enemy ter-
ritory, Japan. But his enemies had been informed 
of his deceit and Local agents were asking for a Mr. 
Johnson. Lauterbach’s luck still held as a Colonel 
Johnson, U.S. Army, was also in the waiting area 
and was taken away for questioning.

Moving on to Yokohama he had a near brush with 
a private Investigator who he finally convinced 
that Lauterbach was an American. But he learned 
he now had a reward posting of 250,000 yen!

Rumor has it he later sent the investigator a post-
card as well.

Yokohama was the springboard for his trip across 
the Pacific to San Francisco where he found that 
his actual persona had achieved celebrity status 
in the at the time still neutral United States. Judg-
ing that invisibility was preferable to celebrity he 
traveled by rail in yet another disguise, this time as 

a Danish citizen. He then embarked from 
America working as a stoker on board a 
Danish steamer bound for Oslo.

After being stopped and boarded by the 
Royal Navy, the ship was finally released 
after 5 days of investigation and contin-
ued on to Onslo. From there he was off to 
Copenhagen and finally, eleven months 
after capture off the coast of China, he ar-
rived back home in Warnemünde.

Lauterbach served throughout the war in 
the Navy but left the service after the Ar-
mistice. Afterwards he had several lecture 
tours recounting his adventures and then 
gradually faded from public view, perhaps 
gratefully.

One can only hope he had a comfortable 
and happy retirement

And so it ends. It still reads like a story 
written for Boy’s Life Magazine but I’ve 
studied a number of accounts and they 
all tend to agree on the details. This story 
still deserves to be remembered. ]

-Alan Welch
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Meeting Schedule for 
New Bern Maritime Model Guild 2025
All meetings start at Noon, at 
The Shop Class Building, 
406 Guion St., New Bern. 
 
Jan 18, 2025 4
Feb 15, 2025 Tentative due to 
New Bern Train show 4
March 8, 2025 4
April 12, 2025 4
May 10,2025 4
June 14, 2025 4
July  12, 2025 4
August 9, 2025
Sept 13, 2025
October 11, 2025 Tentative due to Fun 
Run at Rocky Mount Lake  R/C Warships
November 8, 2025
December 13, 2025

Meeting dates for the Carolina 
Maritime Model Society in Beaufort: 
All meetings start at 2:10 pm, in the 
Museum’s Auditorium.
North Carolina Maritime Museum
315 Front Street
Beaufort, NC 28516

And don’t forget, 
NBMMG is online at:
https://www.nbmmg.net/

and on facebook at:
https://www.facebook.com/
nbmmgnc

When in Jacksonville 
experience a REAL 
hobby shop again.

NEW SUMMER HOURS!
Models, Radio Control, Airsoft, 
Board Games, Trading Cards, 

Collectibles, Warhammer!

Wed.-Thurs. 11:00am-7:00pm
Fri. Sat. 11:00am - 9:00pm

Sunday: 12:00 Noon - 6:00pm
345-A Western Blvd.

Jacksonville, NC 28546
910-353-4473

info@hobbychest.com
since 1992


