-

‘Atter 1} iJ n (ﬂ'l 1 ;3'_

| ?(l_‘

August 2025

The August meeting was called to order at 12 noon
at the Shop Class Building in New Bern.

Members present were: Jim Gower, Jim Brode, Roger
Brown, William Prentiss, Dave Mahoney, Denny
Cole, Frank Storz, and William Reece.

There was no old business to discuss, how ever Jim
reminded the group of the upcoming 1/96 scale
Model Warships Fun Run scheduled for October 9,
through 11 at the City Lake in Rocky Mount, N.C.

A motion was made to substitute our meeting date
and attend the event in Rocky Mount. Additional
information will be discussed at our September
meeting regarding date(s) to attend.

This group in the Rocky Mount area has produced
many great quality and detail models of warships
and in the past years has drawn modelers as far away
as California, not to mention some vendors who are
there for sales related to modeling.

William Prentiss and Jim Brode gave an update on
the Beaufort Maritime Museum repairs, and open-
ing the model room in the boat building shop. You
will recall that the museum closed the model room

(N
Roger Brown displaying good progress on his fiirst, fully wooden build, the French Frigate Toulonnaise .
Here he shows the initial hull color which Roger said he enlisted his wife to assist in the color match.

to store some of the files until the repairs were
completed. There is some question as if the model
room will continue as the State of N.C. controls the
Museum and the boat building shop located across
the street.

At the height of the model club attendance at the
Beaufort Museum, over 300 members were on the
roster, and that number has drastically decreased
to less than 100 on the roster with attendance to
their meetings averaging less than 10 per meeting.

The NBMMG discussion on how to support this
club has been ongoing for a number of years and
it is coming down to the Beaufort Club dissolving
its member and attendance for club meetings and
members joining the NBMMG.

On a somber note, Jim Brode recognized last week
as the anniversary when the U.S. dropped 2 atomic
bombs on two cities, Hiroshima and Nagasaki in
an effort to force Japan to surrender and end the
Second World War.

The group held a moment of silence to commemo-
rate this event and acknowledge the devastation of
the war and all civilians who suffered during this
event. #

continued on next page



(above) Top view of decking and forward cannon placement.

(below) Bow section of model. The open

hatch to the companionway is a nice touch.

= L

Roger Brown began the model presentation on his
progress of the French Frigate Toulonnaise.

This 1/78 scale model was given to Roger to build
by Frank Storz, whose father had bought the model

several years ago. &

Dave Mahoney was at it again surfing E-Bay for
outboard motors, and found this model of an 18 ft.
Express Cruiser manufactured by Berkeley Models
from the 1950’s. It had two outboard motors at-
tached which caught Dave’s eye. After inspection,
Dave decided to restore the model and rebuild one
of the outboards and install it back on the model.

The other outboard will go into Dave’s collection,
or be used as spare parts for his outboard motor
projects.

continued on next page

(below) Berkeley Wood Model of the 18 ft. Express
Cruiser.




Lastly, Dave went home with a
1/225 scale model of the U.S.S.
Oregon to go with his models of
the Olympia (and soon to acquire
the U.S.S. Maine). The turn of the
Century warships are an interest
to Dave and a lot of us who value
naval design and the history as-
sociated with these coal burning
vessels. &

continued on next page

William Prentiss presented a new re-
pair project for a client. We believe it
is an older model by Model Shipways
of Muscongus Bay Lobster Smack at a
1/24 scale.

Overall views of the model. After a
cleanup all William has to do is install
new rigging and sails. &
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continued on next page



Denny Cole brought an interesting miniature belt
sander he made from an old knife sharpener.

As a member of the Shop Class, he has constructed a
very nice wooden base to mount his sander.

You will recall Denny also builds and collects out-
board motors and he and Dave Mahoney have been
friends for many years, and assisting each other on
outboard motor procurements. Speaking of outboard

motors, Denny is holding a model of a 90 HP
Johnson,

Dave Mahoney assisted and built some of the

housing, while Denny made the decals. Neat

and very good work from both of them. &
continued on next page



William Reece presented a 1/700 model of the Japa-
nese light cruiser, Agano,a lead cruiser of 4 built for
the Japanese Navy in the late 1930’s and 1941. All
four ships were named after Japanese Rivers.
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William is noted for building aircraft and is an ex-
L pert in correct colors for his models. He stated that
= there are 3 different Japanese colors of Navy Grey.
F These colors are named after the dockyard workers

. = where the ships are and was built.

.-= Her career was brief escorting troop convoys and
- assisting in the Guadalcanal Island evacuation.
N
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She was in the Battle of Empress Augusta Bay which
she was credited for damaging the U.S. Destroyer
Spence. A few weeks later she was damaged by
American air strikes and on her way to Truck Island
for repairs was torpedoed by an Ameri-
can submarine and had to be towed to
her destination. After repairs, she was
enroute to Japan and was intercepted by
another American submarine and sunk
in February of 1944. Most of her survi-
vors were picked up by her escorting de-
stroyer, Oite, but that ship was sunk with
the loss of most of her crew and all of
Aganoss survivors by an American Navy
air strike the following day. &.

Finally, we acknowledge the pass-
ing of founder and CEO of Tamiya
Models. One of the leading model
makers for quality and detail, Tami-
ya built a very successful industry
over the years for modelers like us
to appreciate. I believe he was 96
when he passed.
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he Roller Ships

by Alan Welch

Das kuriose Rollenschiff ,Ernest Bazin® 1897 in Le Havre
{Quellenhinweis: Havrais-Dire)

Roller ships are a very unusual category of vessel.
In fact they were so unusual that only three ships
were ever designed and of those only two vessels,
of two different classes, were ever made. From this
opening you might surmise that they were not par-
ticularly successful and in that opinion you would
be correct. However, I am getting ahead of myself.

For the start of the story we must go back to Eng-
land in 1880. There, a patent was awarded to a
man named Robert Fryar for a triangular, three
roller craft with no apparent method of propulsion
named Alice. Oddly, it seems the design was meant
to be amphibious operating on land as well as wa-
ter. Apparently, no further development took place
on this idea and progress ended in Britain.

The story now continues in France where on Au-
gust 19, 1896 a man named Ernest Bazin would
realize the culmination of his theory. He also felt
that a ship that would sit mostly on top of the water
rather than having to force a large portion of it’s
bulk through the water would be faster and more
economical than the current style of steamship. To
his credit his ideas sounded logical and over five
years his test models actually worked successfully.

(above) The prototype, coincidently
named Ernest Bazin, was no small test
vehicle. It was meant to make a cross
channel voyage to England to prove the
concept. That never occurred.

So, money was raised, a company formed,
and the ship was built and launched! The
final version was a 280 ton, rectangular
main deck supported 4 meters above the
sea surface on eight lenticular wheels. The
wheels were lens shaped so the effect was
like 8 narrow v-shaped hulls in the water.
Each 9 meter wheel had it's own 50 hp en-
gine which supplied motive force by rotat-
ing the wheels. This was supplemented by a
single screw projecting from the main deck
to the water

As mentioned earlier, Bazin'’s model ships
had worked well and expectations were
that the full sized test model, (named after
himself), would be able to break 30 knots
on a displacement and power that should
have yielded only 20 knots at best. Also a

remarkable savings in coal was estimated.
continued on next page
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Unfortunately, sometimes scaling up even the best of
ideas does not produce the results expected. The Ba-
zin proved to be horribly slow, managing a little over
7 knots. In addition, instead of being a quantum

leap in efficiency due to lower coal consumption, in
reality the vessel ate far more coal than a traditional
steam vessel. This caused much consternation and
disappointment to both stock holders and the unfor-
tunate stokers.

A great deal of the problem in the prototype was the
unaccounted for weight of the water that adhered
to the wheels. This additional weight caused them
to be unable to be turned as fast as had been calcu-
lated. Idle speculation might lead one to wonder if
modern technology and advances in hydrophobic
materials might lead to a more successful outcome.
Indeed, shortly before Bazin’s death on January 21,
1898 he claimed to have solved the problem, but his
solution was lost with his death. But then, he had
also claimed to have designed a working prototype
so we shall never really know.

continued on next page

Below) The next design was a vessel slated for the
trans-Atlantic passenger service from Le Havre to
New York making the run in something under 60
hours and using 80% less coal than traditional lin-
ers. The man certainly had vision.

(above) The man, himself. Bazin, termed
an “Inventor” by the contemporary press,
also designed a number of successful
projects in other fields including airships.
Apparently the roller ship was an un-
usual failure for him as he had developed
a number if successes.
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But Bazin’s infatuation with the idea of roller ships
resurfaced briefly in the 1930s with both Popular
Mechanix and Popular Science running articles on
boats using the same principle. But of course no
development was undertaken by anyone. However,
one could draw the conclusion that the idea of the
roller ship might, indeed, have lead to the success-
ful design and production of a host of Hydrofoil
craft who also keep their hulls out of the water, at
least at speed.

Next we need to visit Canada where a man named
Frederick Knapp also envisioned a “roller boat”
but this time an even more radical idea. Up until
now all boats moved though the water in a rather
conventional alignment. (pointy end forward

and the wide parts moving transversely through
the water surface). But Knapp used what would
normally be the length of the craft as the bow and
stern of the ship whose entire hull rotated across
the water’s surface. Yes, like a log rolling contest.

This startling concept was accomplished by liter-
ally having a hull inside of a larger hull. The inner
tube, containing the engines, crew, passengers
and cargo, was meant to remain oriented properly
while the engines drove the outer hull to rotate
and provide propulsion!

So, in 1897 this incredible concept vehicle was
constructed and tested and it actually worked! Sort
of. It moved but was not only difficult to maneuver
but I feel passengers and crew would feel little to
no comfort being inside a tube inside of another
tube. After several years, development was discon-
tinued and the hull ended up retired. What was
not removed as “useful” ended up as fill for expan-

sion of the city of Toronto where she sits today.
continued on next page
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And I would be remiss if I did not include
in this article a different concept related
to the roller ships only this time the ac-
tion was inside. The man who invented
the Bessemer steel smelting process also
conceptualized an anti-seasick paddle
wheel ship, the SS Bessemer. (He appar-
ently also had a knack for naming things
after himself!) The ship’s saloon was
mounted on gimbals to combat the side
to side rolling effect waves forced on ships
of the time. This was hoped to allow the
floor of the saloon to remain level while

the rest of the vessel continued to rock
back and forth.

Unfortunately, there was no way to account for
pitching motion or heaving effect so the result was
something less that desired. In fact, it seemed to
make the problem somewhat worse.

Also this ship apparently had serious maneuver-
ability problems, as would be expected, resulting
in several instances of destroying piers. And in
France no less! The result of this was an embar-
rassingly quick decision to scrap the ship as
quickly as possible and sweep the debris under the
nearest carpet. The result is the side to side roll-
ing effect is still forced on ships of this time and
people still get seasick. &

-Alan Welch
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Meeting Schedule for

New Bern Maritime Model Guild 2025
All meetings start at Noon, at

The Shop Class Building,

406 Guion St., New Bern.

Jan 18, 2025

Feb 15, 2025 Tentative due to

New Bern Train show

March 8, 2025

April 12,2025

May 10,2025

June 14, 2025

July 12,2025

August 9, 2025

Sept 13, 2025

October 11, 2025 Tentative due to Fun
Run at Rocky Mount Lake R/C Warships
November 8, 2025

December 13, 2025

Meeting dates for the Carolina
Maritime Model Society in Beaufort:
All meetings start at 2:10 pm, in the
Museum’s Auditorium.

North Carolina Maritime Museum
315 Front Street

Beaufort, NC 28516

And don’t forget,
NBMNMG is online at:

https://www.nbmmg.net/

and on facehook at:

https://www.facebook.com/
nbmmgnc

When in Jacksonville
experience a REAL
hobby shop again.

VISIT:

Your place for:
Models, Radio Control, Airsoft,

Board Games, Trading Cards,
Collecibles, Warhammer!

Wed. - Sat. 11am - 9pm
Sunday: 12:00 - 6:00pm
345-A Western Blvd.
Jacksonville, NC 28546
910-353-4473
info@hobbychest.com
since 1992
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New retailer for US!

If you live in the LS, you'll love thisl
As of recenlly Coastline Hobbies
stocks VWS products along with olher
great Kits, tools and supplies,
Check them out today

Coastline
Hobbies

From Beginners to Experts,
We've Got You Covered!

(Ofhl O] infe@crzstlinehobhies.com

e 910-477-8505
E;‘;" ] i mww.coastlinehobbies.com
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